
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Beautiful Savior! 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
December 24, 2022    4:00 p.m. 

 

Address: 5631 North Adams Road, 

 Bloomfield Hills, MI  48304 

Phone: 248.646.5041 

Web Site: www.bslcmi.org 

 
 

IN JESUS’S NAME, WE: 
 

Bring Glory to God through fulfilling worship. 

Serve God’s people, both within our congregation and without. 

Learn about the Lord’s will for us through sharing and teaching. 

Connect within our membership and reach out to connect with others. 

 

http://www.bslcmi.org/
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Please turn off or set on vibrate all cell phones, pagers, and electronic devices upon entering our worship space. 
 

  P Presider C Congregation A Assisting Minister 

 
 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”  Joel Raney 
 

 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” David Cherwien 
 

 “Go, Tell It on the Mountain” David Cherwien 
 

 “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” Daniel E. Gawthrop  
 

 “Pat-a-Pan” James Biery 
 

 “Tomorrow Shall Be My Dancing Day” James Biery 
 

 “Good People All, This Christmastime” Aaron Shows 
 

 “On Christmas Night” David Lasky 
 

 Trio on “Angels We Have Heard on High” Michael Helman 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

(Please stand as you are able.) 
 

CAROL “O Come, All Ye Faithful” ELW 283 
 

1 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 

 O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

 come and behold him, born the king of angels: 
 

Refrain 

 O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 

 O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 

3 Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 

 sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

 Glory to God in the highest:  Refrain 

 

GREETING 
 

P: Alleluia. To you is born a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord! The grace of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P: Let us pray. Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true 

Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’s presence and in the last 

day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 

(Please be seated.) 

 

INTRODUCTION Karyn Parker, Children’s Ministries Coordinator 

 

THE HALL FAMILY 
 

A  is for ANGEL. The ANGEL Gabriel began the story by telling Mary, 
 

Luke 1:28-33 “Good morning! You’re beautiful with God’s beauty. Beautiful inside and out! 

God be with you…Mary, you have nothing to fear. God has a surprise for you: you will 

become pregnant and give birth to a son and call his name Jesus.” 

 

B  is for Bethlehem, where our story takes place. People traveled from far and wide to get to 

Bethlehem, which was not a very big village. 

 

C  is for Census, which means an official counting of all the people. It was the reason so many 

people came to Bethlehem. 

 

D  is for Donkey. A donkey carried the family on their long journey. Mary and Joseph had to 

travel 107 miles along the Jordan River to get from Nazareth to Bethlehem. That’s a long 

journey. 

 

E  is for Exhausted. That’s how everyone must have felt when they arrived. It would take about 

36 hours of walking to go that far. That’s three days in a row of doing nothing but walking. 

 
CAROL  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” ELW 279 
 

1 O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 

 Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 

 yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light. 

 The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 

3 How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv'n! 

 So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav'n. 

 No ear may hear his coming; but, in this world of sin, 

 where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 



3 

 

THE LOCHNER FAMILY  
 

F  is for Family. Mary and Joseph and their baby Jesus created a new family, one that would 

bless the whole world. 
 

Luke 2:6-8 “While they were there, the time came for Mary to give birth. She gave birth to a 

son, her firstborn. She wrapped him in a blanket and laid him in a manger, because there was 

no room for them in the inn.” 

 

G  is for the Good News about to be shared with all the earth. This is what the ANGELS said: 
 

Luke 2:10-14 “There were SHEPHERDS camping in the neighborhood. They had set night 

watches over their sheep. Suddenly, God’s ANGEL stood among them and God’s glory 

blazed around them. The SHEPHERDS were terrified. The ANGEL said, “Don’t be afraid. 

I’m here to announce a great and joyful event that is meant for everybody, worldwide: A 

Savior has just been born in David’s town, a Savior who is Messiah and Master. This is what 

you’re to look for: a baby wrapped in a blanket lying in a manger.” At once the ANGEL was 

joined by a huge angelic choir singing God’s praises: “Glory to God in the heavenly 

heights. Peace to all men and women on earth.” 

 

CAROL “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” ELW 270 
 

1 Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn king; 

 peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled." 

 Joyful, all you nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies; 

 with angelic hosts proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
 

Refrain 

 Hark! The herald angels sing, 

 "Glory to the newborn king!" 
 

2 Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

 late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin's womb. 

 Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! Hail, incarnate deity! 

 Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel!  Refrain 

 

H  is for Hope. Now we light the Advent candle of Hope. Hope is knowing that good news is 

coming, even when things look bleak. Jesus is the source of our hope. 

 

CANDLE LIGHTING 

 

I  is for Imagine. If we close our eyes and imagine the scene, we can see the beauty and wonder 

of the ANGELS proclaiming good news to all men and women. We can see the 

SHEPHERDS, first terrified, but then overcome with joy as they hear the good news. If we 



4 

 

try even harder, we can imagine a world where God’s peace reigns, where there is no war or 

hunger. And if we can imagine it, we can do it with God’s help. 

 

J  is for Joy. Now we light the Advent candle of Joy. Joy is a kind of happiness that comes from 

God. It cannot be dampened, and is always shared. The birth of Jesus gives us joy. 

 

CANDLE LIGHTING 

 

CAROL  “Joy to the World” ELW 267 
 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

 Let earth receive her king; 

 let ev'ry heart prepare him room 

 and heav'n and nature sing, 

 and heav'n and nature sing, 

 and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

 Let all their songs employ, 

 while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

 repeat the sounding joy, 

 repeat the sounding joy, 

 repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

THE DUKATZ FAMILY  
 

K  is for King. Though Jesus would be King, he was not the kind of King people were used to 

seeing. Most kings are born in palaces, surrounded by servants. He was born in a stable, 

surrounded by dirty, smelly SHEPHERDS. Most kings rule with power and fear. Jesus rules 

with mercy and love. 

 

L  is for Lost. When Jesus grew up he told a lot of stories, and three of them were about lost 

things that were found. He loved to find lost things, and when you are with Jesus, you will 

never be lost. He is the good SHEPHERD, who does anything to find his lost sheep. 

 

L  is also for Love. Now we light the Advent candle of Love, Jesus summarized his ministry by 

saying “Love God…” and “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

 

CANDLE LIGHTING 

 

M  is for Manger. A manger is usually used to hold food for animals, but this time it held the 

baby because he had no crib. 
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CAROL  “Away in the Manger” Hymntune: Cradle Song ELW 278  
 

1 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 

 the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 

 the stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay, 

 the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 

 close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

 Bless all the dear children in your tender care 

 and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 

 
 

N  is for Noel. Noel is another word for Christmas. It means new birth, and that’s what happened 

in our story. That’s what happens every year at Christmas time. That’s what happens every 

time we decide to follow Jesus – he is born anew in us. 

 

O  is for Offering. The MAGI gave gifts to the baby, and we can offer our gifts every day. We 

give our time, our talents, and our treasure to God, and pray that as a Church, we are good 

stewards of all that is entrusted to us. So we share our gifts now. 

 

STEWARDSHIP READING Proverbs 22:2 The Rev. Dr. Niklaus C. Schillack 
 

The rich and the poor have this in common: the Lord is the maker of them all. 

 

OFFERING “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” ELW 282 
 

1 It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old, 

 from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold: 

 "Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heav'n's all-gracious king." 

 The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing. 
 

2 Still through the cloven skies they come with peaceful wings unfurled, 

 and still their heav'nly music floats o'er all the weary world. 

 Above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hov'ring wing, 

 and ever o'er its babel sounds the blessed angels sing. 
 

3 And you, beneath life's crushing load, whose forms are bending low, 

 who toil along the climbing way with painful steps and slow: 

 look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing; 

 oh, rest beside the weary road and hear the angels sing! 
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4 For lo! The days are hast'ning on, by prophets seen of old, 

 when with the ever-circling years shall come the time foretold, 

 when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling, 

 and all the world give back the song which now the angels sing. 

    

OFFERING PRAYER  The Rev. Dr. Niklaus C. Schillack 
 

P: Together, let us pray:   

C: God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our hearts with 

the song of the angels, and gather us at your table of celebration. Strengthen us to share 

with all the world the abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, 

the Word made flesh. Amen. 

 
THE LUCK FAMILY 
 

P  is for Peace. Now we light the Advent candle of peace. Jesus is the Prince of Peace, and is the 

source of the kind of peace that surpasses all understanding. 

 

CANDLE LIGHTING 

 

Q  is for Quiet. We begin a time of prayer in quiet, allowing God to speak to us. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

A:  Gathered with all who seek the Christ child, let us pray for the church, the world, and all who 

are in need. 

A brief silence. 

A:  Glory to God in the highest, 

C: and peace to God’s people on earth. 
 

A:  Blessed are you, Prince of Peace. You rule the earth with truth and justice. 

C: Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world. 
 

A: Blessed are you, Wonderful Counselor. You enlighten the heart with steadfast love. 

C: Enliven your church that it might bear good tidings of great joy to all people. 
 

A: Blessed are you, Emmanuel. You promise to be with us even to the end of the age. 

C: Open our eyes to see your presence in all who are hungry, lonely, or homeless. 
 

A: Blessed are you, Son of Mary. You share our humanity. 

C: Have mercy on the sick, the dying, and all who suffer this day. 
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A: Blessed are you, Son of God. You dwell among us as the Word made flesh. 

C: Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament that we may bear your light to all the 

world. 
 

A: Rejoicing in hope, we lift our prayers to you, most gracious Lord, trusting that you have 

received them in your care. 

C:  Amen. 

 

R  is for Revealed. Revealed means “showing us something that was once hidden.” God 

revealed to us what love looks like by giving us Jesus. Jesus is love, and reveals to us the way 

to love one another. 

 

S  is for Star. One special star guided MAGI to come to see the baby. They were mysterious, 

and they lived far away, but they brought gifts to Jesus because they knew that he would 

grow up to be a King. 
 

Matthew 2:9-11 “Instructed by the king, they set off. Then the star appeared again, the same 

star they had seen in the eastern skies. It led them on until it hovered over the place of the 

child. They could hardly contain themselves: They were in the right place! They had arrived 

at the right time! They entered the house and saw the child in the arms of Mary, his mother. 

Overcome, they kneeled and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasure chests and 

presented gifts: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.” 

 

T  is for Table. When Jesus grew up he invited all to his table. He gave his friends bread and 

wine, and told them to remember him always. When we gather at the Lord’s Table today, we 

call it Communion because we come together. So at this table, we also remember the next 

letter: 

 

U  is for Unity. Holy Communion is a time when all people can come together and be one. Just 

as many grains come together to form one bread. We, who are many people, come together to 

be one body of Christ. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 

to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

C: Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER – sung to the tune of Away in a Manger 
 

Our Father in heaven, all praise to your name! 

Your kingdom among us, your will done the same; 

By mortals and angels, come, Lord, reign alone; 

Oh hear us and bless us from heaven’s high throne. 
 

The bread that we yearn for provide us each day; 

As we forgive others, our sins take away; 

In times of temptation, to lead us be near; 

From evil deliver your children most dear. 
 

For yours is the kingdom; o’er all things you reign. 

And yours is the power; all things you maintain. 

To you be the glory, resounding again, 

From all of creation, forever. Amen. 
 

(Please be seated.) 
 

  

What is Holy Communion? 

Holy Communion is a meal instituted by Jesus Christ that involves the receiving of God’s 

forgiveness in a tangible form – we receive Jesus’s life-giving body and blood in the 

presence of bread and wine (or grape juice). The meal is a time of remembrance and 

celebration. 
 

Who can take part? 

Holy Communion is something that not one of us has earned, so we receive it as God’s 

free gift of life. The Church traditionally recommends that people be baptized before 

taking part, but all that is required is simply a heart that believes in Jesus Christ. If a 

person of any age wishes to be baptized, please let us know. 
 

How does Holy Communion take place? 

If you wish to take part, come forward as directed by the ushers. Gluten free wafers are 

available upon request. If you wish to come forward for a blessing only, please cross your 

arms across your chest. You may also remain seated if you so wish. 
 

If you wish to take part, come forward as directed by the ushers. You will join in line to 

receive the host (wafer) and then intinct (dip) the host (wafer) into the wine in the chalice 

(cup). 
 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION     
 

 “Angels We Have Heard on High” ELW 289 

 “What Child is This?” ELW 296 

 “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly” ELW 276 

 “The First Noel” ELW 300  
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POST HOLY COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

P: May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

THE BARBOUR FAMILY 
 

V  is for Vulnerable. Vulnerable means: “able to be hurt.” Every baby is very vulnerable, and so 

are we when we love one another. God became vulnerable when Jesus was born, and we are 

called to be vulnerable when we love our brothers and sisters. 

 

W  is for Wonder. Like the MAGI, we stand in awe and wonder of the newborn King. 

 

X  is for Christ. “X” is the Greek letter “Chi,” the first letter in the word “Christ.” The X is one 

of the most ancient symbols of Christianity. People have been using the letter X to stand for 

Christ for centuries. And now we light the Christ candle, symbolizing the coming of light into 

the world. Jesus is born. 

 

CANDLE LIGHTING 

 

Y  is for You. You ANGELS. You MAGI. You SHEPHERDS. You sons and daughters. You 

mothers and fathers. You friends and strangers. You are all here to worship and celebrate the 

birth of Jesus. 

 

Z  is for Zeal. Let your zeal for Christ burn brightly. As these lights are passed out, know that 

the light of God burns much, much brighter. Though these lights will die out, the light of God 

is steadfast, and endures forever. 

 

THE LIGHT OF CHRIST FILLS OUR HEARTS 

  

LIGHTING OF THE CONGREGATIONAL CANDLES 

 

LESSON OF LIGHT John 1:1-14 
 

P: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was 

in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one 

thing came into being. In him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light 

shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God, 

whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe 

through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, 

which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world 

came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was his own, 

and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his 
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name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will 

of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among 

us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of the Father's only Son, full of grace and truth. 

  
CAROL “Silent Night” ELW 281 
 

1 Silent night, holy night! 

 All is calm, all is bright 

 round yon virgin mother and child. 

 Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

 sleep in heavenly peace, 

 sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

2 Silent night, holy night! 

 Shepherds quake at the sight; 

 glories stream from heaven afar, 

 heav'nly hosts sing, alleluia! 

 Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 

3 Silent night, holy night! 

 Son of God, love's pure light 

 radiant beams from your holy face, 

 with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

 Jesus, Lord, at your birth, 

 Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 

 

CLOSING PRAYER  
 

P: Together, let us pray:  

C: Almighty God, you have made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true 

Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’s presence and in the 

last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

  

BENEDICTION 
 

P: May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in 

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

C: Amen. 

 

ALL EXTINGUISH THEIR CANDLES 

 

(Please stand as you are able.) 
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SENDING CAROL “Angels from the Realms of Glory” ELW 275 
 

1 Angels, from the realms of glory, wing your flight o'er all the earth; 

 once you sang creation's story, now proclaim Messiah's birth: 

 Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 

2 Shepherds, in the fields abiding, watching o'er your flocks by night, 

 God with us is now residing, yonder shines the infant light. 

 Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king. 
 

3 Sages, leave your contemplations, brighter visions beam afar; 

 seek the great desire of nations, you have seen his natal star. 

 Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king. 

  

DISMISSAL 
 

P: Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace, and proclaim this good news. 

C: We will! Thanks be to God! 

P: And next time … 

C: … we’ll invite a friend! 

 

POSTLUDE  “Joy to the World” Aaron Shows 

 

 

We thank you for worshiping with us today. 

 

If you are a guest, 

please feel free to sign the guestbook, 

and introduce yourself to Pastor Nik. 

 

We hope to worship with you again in the near future! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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Poinsettias 
 

 

 

 

From In Honor or Memory Of 
 

Nels & Kathy Olson   In memory Lee Lochner & Floyd Yeager 
 

The Dukatz Family   In loving memory of Dawn Dukatz 
 

Gwen & Craig Fitzgerald  In memory of Robert H. Nelson 
 

Cheryl & Michael Gonda In memory of our beloved parents Erma  & Lester Willer 

and Mary & Jim Gonda & in honor of our grandson, 

George Steven’s, first Christmas 
 

Nancy Kriewall    In honor of Ed & Joan Sturgeon 
 

Karen & Elmer Jaffke In memory of Lester & Erma Willer, Angelia & Elmer 

Jaffe, and our grandson, Robert Louis Jaffke 
 

Gladys Jahnke    In memory of Glenn Jahnke 
 

Mike & Kathy Lewis   In honor of our grand children 
 

Judy & Bob Raffin   In honor of altar guild 
 

Marion & Dave Turowski  In memory of Delora Brady and Angie Turowski 
 

Marji Dodge-Booth   In memory of Don Booth 
 

Sherlie Doepke    In memory of Harold Doepke 
 

Ilona Rosehart    In memory of Erna & Henry Horemans 
 

Michelle Luck    In memory of Robert & Hazel Parman 
 

Mary Miller    In memory of Ben Miller & Jim Miller 
 

Anna Mae Schwartz   In memory of Bill Schwartz 
 

Wayne & Nancy Geik   In honor of Ellen Hollmeyer 
 

Ray & Louise Green   In memory of Bob & Vena Green, Frank & Mary Tinetti 
 

Mary Miller    In memory of Ben Miller & Jim Miller 
 

Anna Mae Schwartz   In memory of Bill Schwartz 
 

Wayne & Nancy Geik   In honor of Ellen Hollmeyer 
 

Ray & Louise Green   In memory of Bob & Vena Green, Frank & Mary Tinetti 
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HELPFUL INFORMATION 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES – The 9:00 a.m. worship service will be livestreamed through our 

web site and YouTube pages. People can gather with us in the Sanctuary at 9 a.m. to worship in 

person. People can also worship in their homes with the livestream at 9 a.m., as well as access the 

recording of the service any time after worship concludes. We offer a contemporary worship 

service at 11:15 a.m. 

 
 

STAFF MEMBERS 
 

The Rev. Dr. Niklaus C. Schillack The Rev. Dr. Philip Hemke, Pastor Emeritus 

Senior Pastor Pastor for Care Ministries 

prnik@bslcmi.org care@bslcmi.org   
 

Helen Blicharz Julie Steinmayer 

Office Manager Minister of Music 

office@bslcmi.org jsteinmayer@bslcmi.org   
 

Wade Jehowski Karyn Parker 

Interim Student Ministries Coordinator Children’s Ministries Coordinator 

Beautifulyouth@bslcmi.org  Beautifulkids@bslcmi.org  
  

Beth Jamieson Chris Ford 

Bookkeeper Sound Technician 

bookkeeper@bslcmi.org  cford@bslcmi.org   
 

Dave Eicher Alan Sidock 

Worship Technology Coordinator Custodian 

worshiptech@bslcmi.org    
 

John Wenskay  

Property Caretaker  

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

Roxanne Wenskay, President 

wenskay@aol.com 

 

Kristin Albani, Vice President 

kristinalbani@gmail.com 

Mike Cunningham, Secretary 

Vumike_21@yahoo.com 

Tom Barlow 

tebarlow@comcast.net 

 

Shelley Beck 

Beckfab4@yahoo.com 

Cheryl Gonda 

Ce.gonda@gmail.com 

Bob Hoffman 

bobbymsue@sbcglobal.net 

Cheryl Jehowski 

cmjehowski@gmail.com 

Kathy Moede 

kjmoede@sbcglobal.net 
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