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Welcome to Beautiful Savior! 

5631 North Adams Road, 

Bloomfield Hills, MI  48304 

248.646.5041 

www.bslcmi.org 
 

 

Advent – Tidings of Comfort and Joy 
“The Angel Speaks to Joseph’s Confusion” 

December 5, 2021      9:00 a.m. 
 

O God, who brings comfort and joy, when the world baffles us with conflicting 
messages and puzzling events, speak to our confusion. Comfort us with the 
knowledge that you are with us in times of clarity and times of confusion. 
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 P: Pastor C: Congregation A: Assisting Minister 

 

 
ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

GATHERING WORSHIP MUSIC “Prelude on ‘Genevan 42’” David Lasky 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
 

(Please kneel as you are able during a time of silence for reflection and self-examination.) 
 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 

P: The Lord of Advent tells us to be watchful for his coming, keeping our lamps lighted, and our 

hearts clean. Therefore, let us confess to the Lord. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: God and Father of all: 

C: We prepare our hearts for the coming of your Son, confessing our sins, confessing our 

attraction to a godless world that does not know Christ. Forgive our sins, cleanse our 

hearts, and keep us faithful for the promised coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

P: God sent the Only Begotten Son, the Babe of Bethlehem, to show God’s infinite love and 

forgiveness for all. Your sins are forgiven in the holy name of ☩ Christ who came and will 

come again. 

C: Amen. 

 

(Please be seated.) 

 

THE GREETING 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH - PEACE The Nadeau Family 
 

A: Today we light the second candle of Advent, the candle of Peace. God has a peaceful dream 

for the world, and we dream it, too. We dream of a peaceful world full of wolves, leopards, and 

lions eating and sleeping and dancing with lambs, kids, and calves. We dream of a peaceful 

world where nations come together, where war is a memory, and we eat at one table.  
 

(Light Candle.) 
 

A: We light this candle in Peace. 

C:  On this day, we remember the Lord of All who brings peace surpassing all understanding. 

 

(Please stand as you are able.) 

 

GATHERING HYMN        “Comfort, Comfort Now My People” ELW 256 
 

1 "Comfort, comfort now my people; 

 tell of peace!" So says our God. 

 Comfort those who sit in darkness 

 mourning under sorrow's load. 

 To God's people now proclaim 

 that God's pardon waits for them! 

 Tell them that their war is over; 

 God will reign in peace forever. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

P: Let us pray. O God who brings comfort and joy, when the world baffles us with conflicting 

messages and puzzling events, speak to our confusion. Comfort us with the knowledge that you 

are with us in times of clarity and times of confusion. In Jesus’s name we pray. 

C: Amen. 

 

BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR MISSION STATEMENT 
 

P: Although as individuals we are unique in many and various ways, we gather as a congregation 

for a common mission. 

C:  In Jesus’s name, we: 

Bring Glory to God through fulfilling worship, 

Serve God’s people, both within our congregation and without, 

Learn about the Lord’s will for us through sharing and teaching, and 

Connect within our membership and reach out to connect with others. 

 

(Please be seated.) 
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CHORAL ANTHEM “We Wait” Ruth Elaine Schram 

Clarinet: Marilyn Lochner 
 

In the flame of the flickering candle, we see a hint of the starry light 

that led the shepherds and kings to the Tiny Child. 

We wait.  We wait.  
 

In the flame of the flickering candle, we see the promise of hope and joy; 

the promise of peace, the promise of love in a Baby Boy. 

We wait.  We wait. 
 

Advent candle, burning bright, gently reflecting heaven's light, 

lead us to the Prince of Peace; O guide us to the Perfect Light.  
 

We long to bow before our Savior; we long to hear His precious voice; 

we long to worship the King of kings and at his appearance rejoice! 

We wait.  We wait. 
 

Advent candle, burning bright, gently reflecting heaven's light, 

lead us to the Prince of Peace; O guide us to the Perfect Light.  

We wait.  We wait. 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE READING Jay Herbst 

 

READING Isaiah 11:1-10  
 

A: The reading is from the book of Isaiah, the eleventh chapter. 
 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit 

of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 

might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he 

shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with 

the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be 

the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall live with the 

lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a 

little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; 

and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and 

the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy 

mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. On 

that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and 

his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 

A: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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(Please stand as you are able.) 

 

GOSPEL VERSE 

 

 
 

GOSPEL Matthew 1:18-25 

 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged 

to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her 

husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to 

dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him 

in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child 

conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he 

will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord 

through the prophet: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him 

Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel 

of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she 

had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

(Please be seated.) 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Tammy Dukatz and Ezra Brown 

 

SERMON  The Rev. Dr. Niklaus C. Schillack, Senior Pastor 

“The Angel Speaks to Joseph’s Confusion” 

 

(Please stand as you are able.) 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” ELW 257 
 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

 and ransom captive Israel, 

 that mourns in lonely exile here 

 until the Son of God appear. 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

 shall come to you, O Israel. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

P: During these weeks of waiting and expecting, where people live in fear of the unknown, 

C: we pray for peace. 
 

P: Where people are confused about your will for their lives or for the world, 

C: we pray for clarity. 
 

P: Where people doubt your presence and your word, 

C: we pray for trust. 
 

P: Where people are curious, and await the future with hopeful anticipation, 

C: we pray for wonder. 
 

P: Most of all, when the world longs for you, 

C: we pray you help us respond with glad tidings of comfort and joy. 
 

P: We pray all this in the name of Jesus, our long-expected Savior. 

C: Amen. 

 

(Please be seated.) 

 

STEWARDSHIP READING Luke 18:22 

 

When Jesus heard this, he said to him, “There is still one thing lacking. Sell all that you own and 

distribute the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” 

 

OFFERING “Lift Up Your Heads”                                   John A. Behnke 
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(Please stand as you are able.) 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

P: Together, let us pray:  

C: God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the 

service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this simple meal, 

through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 

to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 

the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

C: Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray... 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

(Please be seated.) 

 
 

What is Holy Communion? 

Holy Communion is a meal instituted by Jesus Christ that involves the receiving 

of God’s forgiveness in a tangible form – we receive Jesus’s life-giving body and 

blood in the presence of bread and wine (or grape juice). The meal is a time of 

remembrance and celebration. 
 

Who can take part? 

Holy Communion is something that not one of us has earned, so we receive it as 

God’s free gift of life. The Church traditionally recommends that people be 

baptized before taking part, but all that is required is simply a heart that believes 

in Jesus Christ. If a person of any age wishes to be baptized, please let us know.  
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How does Holy Communion take place? 

If you wish to take part, come forward as directed by the ushers. You will receive 

the wafer from the Pastor and the wine/grape juice from the communion assistant. 

If you wish to come forward for a blessing only, please cross your arms across 

your chest. You may also remain seated if you so wish. 

 

FIRST COMMUNION 
 

This morning is extra special for two of our young members – they will receive their first 

communion after having received formal instruction. Please allow our young members, along with 

their family, to commune first. Receiving their first communion this morning are: 
 

Amelia and Lilah Galdes 

 

HOLY COMMUNION  “Savior of the Nations, Come” Michael Burkhardt  

 

POST HOLY COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

P: May the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

(Please stand as you are able.) 

 

PRAYER AFTER HOLY COMMUNION 
 

P: Together let us pray:  

C: Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power, form us to 

be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, through Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION  
 

P: The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in hope by 

the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait. 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN “Prepare the Royal Highway” ELW 264 
 

1 Prepare the royal highway; 

 the King of kings is near! 

 Let ev'ry hill and valley 

 a level road appear! 
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 Then greet the King of glory, 

 foretold in sacred story: 

 Hosanna to the Lord, 

 for he fulfills God's word! 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

P: Go in peace, and share the Good News, for Christ is near. 

C: We will! Thanks be to God! 

P: And next time … 

C: … we’ll invite a friend! 

 

POSTLUDE  “Rhapsody in Blue” George Gershwin 
 

Pianist: Marina Stojanovska 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 We thank you for worshiping with us today. 

 

We hope to worship with you again in the near future! 

 

Many thanks to all those on our tech team 

for making this livestream service possible. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Confession and Forgiveness are from the Liturgy by Rev. Thomas L. Weitzel, modified. 
 

The Advent Candle lighting liturgy is from the Rev. Will Ryan, First Christian Church (DOC), Burlington, Iowa. 

 
Parts of liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com.  Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission 

under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS021097. 

 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 

in the United States of America.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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HELPFUL INFORMATION 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES – The 9:00 & 11:15 a.m. worship services will be livestreamed 

through our website and YouTube pages. People can gather with us in the Sanctuary at 9 a.m. to 

worship in a more traditional style in person. We offer a more contemporary style worship service 

at 11:15 a.m. People can also worship in their homes with the livestream at 9 or 11:15 a.m., as well 

as access the recording of either service any time after worship concludes. 

 
 

STAFF MEMBERS 
 

The Rev. Dr. Niklaus C. Schillack The Rev. Dr. Philip Hemke, Pastor Emeritus 

Senior Pastor Pastor for Care Ministries 

prnik@bslcmi.org care@bslcmi.org   
 

Helen Blicharz Julie Steinmayer 

Office Manager Minister of Music 

office@bslcmi.org jsteinmayer@bslcmi.org   
 

Wade Jehowski Karyn Parker 

Interim Student Ministries Coordinator Interim Children’s Ministries Coordinator 

Beautifulyouth@bslcmi.org  Beautifulkids@bslcmi.org  
  

Beth Jamieson Chris Ford 

Bookkeeper Sound Technician 

bookkeeper@bslcmi.org  cford@bslcmi.org   
 

Dave Eicher Alan Sidock 

Worship Technology Coordinator Custodian 

worshiptech@bslcmi.org    
 

John Wenskay  

Property Caretaker  

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

 

Roxanne Wenskay, President 

wenskay@aol.com 

 

Kristin Albani, Vice President 

kristinalbani@gmail.com 

Mike Cunningham, Secretary 

Vumike_21@yahoo.com 

Tom Barlow 

tebarlow@comcast.net 

 

Shelley Beck 

Beckfab4@yahoo.com 

Cheryl Gonda 

Ce.gonda@gmail.com 

Bob Hoffman 

bobbymsue@sbcglobal.net 

Cheryl Jehowski 

cmjehowski@gmail.com 

Kathy Moede 

kjmoede@sbcglobal.net 
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