
 
 

Welcome to Beautiful Savior! 

5631 North Adams Road, 

Bloomfield Hills, MI  48304 

248.646.5041 

www.bslcmi.org 
 

IN JESUS’S NAME, WE: 

Bring Glory to God through fulfilling worship. 

Serve God’s people, both within our congregation and without. 

Learn about the Lord’s will for us through sharing and teaching. 

Connect within our membership and reach out to connect with others. 
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Nehemiah – Putting Feet to Prayer 
REFORMATION DAY 
“Time to Rebuild” 

October 31, 2021 
 
 
 
 
 

Nehemiah held one of the most important and trusted positions in the Persian 

kingdom; he was cupbearer to King Artaxerxes. This gave him special access to 

someone in power who could affect positive change for his people. When 

Nehemiah heard the plight of his people in Jerusalem, he wept and prayed, but 

then he put feet to his prayers. He asked the king for permission and for the 

resources to rebuild the city walls, and his request was granted.
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 P: Pastor  C: Congregation A: Assistant Minister 

 

 
ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 

GATHERING WORSHIP MUSIC 

 “Adagio” from Sonata in E G. F. Handel 
 

 “Vivace” from Concerto for trumpet, oboes and continuo G. P. Telemann 
 

 Trumpet: Charles Larkins, Jr., of Brassworks 

 Thank you, Charles, for joining us in worship this morning.  

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
 

(Please kneel as you are able during a time of silence for reflection and self-examination.) 
 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen. 

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P: Have mercy on us, O God, 

C: We confess that we have sinned against you and against our neighbor. We have built walls 

instead of tables and have turned away the stranger. We have sought glory for ourselves 

and have treasured that which does not satisfy. Help us to love as you love, to welcome 

those you send, and to treasure mercy and justice. Turn us from our ways to your ways, 

and free us to serve those in need. Amen. 

P: God, who makes all things new, forgives your sins for ☩ Jesus’s sake and remembers them no 

more. Lift up your heads and your hearts. Yours is the kingdom of God. 

C: Amen. 

 

(Please stand as you are able.) 

 

THE GREETING 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

P: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

C: And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever. 

  

P: There is one Body and one Spirit. 

C: There is one hope in God's call to us. 

  

P: One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism. 

C: One God and Father of all. 

  

P: Blessed be God who sustains and protects God’s Holy Church. 

C: And blessed be God who guides and confirms us in our faith. Amen. Alleluia! 

 

GATHERING HYMN “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” vv. 1, 2, 4 ELW 504 
 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 

 a sword and shield victorious; 

 he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod 

 and wins salvation glorious. 

 The old satanic foe 

 has sworn to work us woe! 

 With craft and dreadful might  

 he arms himself to fight. 

 On earth he has no equal. 
 

2 No strength of ours can match his might! 

 We would be lost, rejected. 

 But now a champion comes to fight, 

 whom God himself elected. 

 You ask who this may be? 

 The Lord of hosts is he! 

 Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 

 God's only Son, adored. 

 He holds the field victorious. 
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4 God's Word forever shall abide, 

 no thanks to foes, who fear it; 

 for God himself fights by our side 

 with weapons of the Spirit. 

 Were they to take our house, 

 goods, honor, child, or spouse, 

 though life be wrenched away, 

 they cannot win the day. 

 The kingdom's ours forever! 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 

P: Let us pray. Reforming God, we give you thanks for your forgiveness and your blessing. We 

pray for ourselves and your church throughout the world. Fill us with a spirit of openness to 

your Spirit, to hear and receive your promises, and to keep our covenant with you. Where we 

are corrupt, purify us. Where we are in error, direct us. Where we are in need, provide for us. 

Where we are divided, reunite us. And where we are close-minded, reform us, and make us 

new. We pray in Jesus’s name.  

C: Amen. 

 

BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR MISSION STATEMENT 
 

P: Although as individuals we are unique in many and various ways, we gather as a congregation 

for a common mission. 

C:  In Jesus’s name, we: 

Bring Glory to God through fulfilling worship, 

Serve God’s people, both within our congregation and without, 

Learn about the Lord’s will for us through sharing and teaching, and 

Connect within our membership and reach out to connect with others. 

 

(Please be seated.) 

 

MISSION MOMENT “Seizing the Horizon” Tim Jehowski 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE READINGS Ann Hussar 

  

FIRST READING Nehemiah 1:1-11  
 

A: The first reading is from the book of Nehemiah, the first chapter. 
 

The words of Nehemiah son of Hacaliah. In the month of Chislev, in the twentieth year, while I 

was in Susa the capital, one of my brothers, Hanani, came with certain men from Judah; and I asked 

them about the Jews that survived, those who had escaped the captivity, and about Jerusalem. They 
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replied, “The survivors there in the province who escaped captivity are in great trouble and shame; 

the wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have been destroyed by fire.” When I heard 

these words I sat down and wept, and mourned for days, fasting and praying before the God of 

heaven. I said, “O Lord God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps covenant and 

steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments; let your ear be attentive and 

your eyes open to hear the prayer of your servant that I now pray before you day and night for your 

servants, the people of Israel, confessing the sins of the people of Israel, which we have sinned 

against you. Both I and my family have sinned. We have offended you deeply, failing to keep the 

commandments, the statutes, and the ordinances that you commanded your servant, Moses. 

Remember the word that you commanded your servant Moses, ‘If you are unfaithful, I will scatter 

you among the peoples; but if you return to me and keep my commandments and do them, though 

your outcasts are under the farthest skies, I will gather them from there and bring them to the place 

at which I have chosen to establish my name.’ They are your servants and your people, whom you 

redeemed by your great power and your strong hand. O Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer 

of your servant, and to the prayer of your servants who delight in revering your name. Give success 

to your servant today, and grant him mercy in the sight of this man!” At the time, I was cupbearer 

to the king. 
 

A: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

SECOND READING Nehemiah 2:1-10 
 

A: The second reading is from the book of Nehemiah, the second chapter. 
 

In the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was served him, I 

carried the wine and gave it to the king. Now, I had never been sad in his presence before. So the 

king said to me, “Why is your face sad, since you are not sick? This can only be sadness of the 

heart.” Then I was very much afraid. I said to the king, “May the king live forever! Why should 

my face not be sad, when the city, the place of my ancestors’ graves, lies waste, and its gates have 

been destroyed by fire?” Then the king said to me, “What do you request?” So I prayed to the God 

of heaven. Then I said to the king, “If it pleases the king, and if your servant has found favor with 

you, I ask that you send me to Judah, to the city of my ancestors’ graves, so that I may rebuild it.” 

The king said to me (the queen also was sitting beside him), “How long will you be gone, and when 

will you return?” So it pleased the king to send me, and I set him a date. Then I said to the king, “If 

it pleases the king, let letters be given me to the governors of the province Beyond the River, that 

they may grant me passage until I arrive in Judah; and a letter to Asaph, the keeper of the king’s 

forest, directing him to give me timber to make beams for the gates of the temple fortress, and for 

the wall of the city, and for the house that I shall occupy.” And the king granted me what I asked, 

for the gracious hand of my God was upon me. Then I came to the governors of the province 

Beyond the River, and gave them the king’s letters. Now the king had sent officers of the army and 

cavalry with me. When Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite official heard this, it 
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displeased them greatly that someone had come to seek the welfare of the people of Israel. 
 

A: The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

(Please stand as you are able.) 

 

GOSPEL VERSE       

 
 

GOSPEL Luke 21:1-6 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

He looked up and saw rich people putting their gifts into the treasury; he also saw a poor widow 

put in two small copper coins. He said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all 

of them; for all of them have contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put 

in all she had to live on.” When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with 

beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, he said, “As for these things that you see, the days will 

come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.” 
 

P: The Gospel of the Lord 

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

(Please be seated.) 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Karyn Parker, Interim Children’s Ministries Coordinator 
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SERMON  The Rev. Dr. Niklaus C. Schillack, Senior Pastor 

“Time to Rebuild” 

 

(Please stand as you are able.) 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  “The Church of Christ in Every Age” vv. 1, 3, 5 ELW 729 
 

1 The church of Christ, in ev'ry age 

 beset by change, but Spirit-led, 

 must claim and test its heritage 

 and keep on rising from the dead. 
 

3 Then let the servant church arise, 

 a caring church that longs to be 

 a partner in Christ's sacrifice, 

 and clothed in Christ's humanity. 
 

5 We have no mission but to serve 

 in full obedience to our Lord; 

 to care for all, without reserve, 

 and spread his liberating word. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
 

P: Eternal God, you hold firm amid the changes of this world. Hear us now as we pray for the 

church, the world, and everyone in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

P: We pray for all who long for a word of truth and for the radical grace that flows from the cross. 

Inspire congregations to freely and boldly proclaim your love for all people with persistence 

and hope. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: We pray for your creation, for mountains, rivers, streams, cities, homesteads, and 

neighborhoods. Write in our hearts a new love and care for creation. Give us the will to curb 

wasteful habits and to hold accountable those who neglect the vulnerable. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: We pray for all who aspire to public office and for all who will vote on Tuesday at local polling 

places (especially). Pour wisdom and understanding upon all who govern so that communities 

of justice and peace may thrive. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
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P: We pray for all who long for healing in mind, body, or spirit (especially). Strengthen hospitals, 

clinics, counseling centers, nursing homes, and recovery centers to be holy spaces of renewal 

that all might live the abundant life you intend. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: We pray for all who seek to grow in faith and love of you. Guide teaching and learning in 

confirmation, small groups, Sunday school, youth groups, schools, seminaries, and universities. 

Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: We give thanks for all the saints and reformers who have gone before us who dwell in your 

holy habitation (especially). Give us courage through their example to challenge unjust systems 

and work toward life-giving reformation. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: God our protection and strength, we entrust to you all for whom we pray. Remain with us 

always, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C: Amen. 
 

(Please be seated.) 
 

STEWARDSHIP READING Proverbs 3:9-10 

 

Honor the Lord with your substance and with the first fruits of all your produce; then your barns 

will be filled with plenty, and your vats will be bursting with wine. 

 

OFFERING “Alleluia” from Exsultate, Jubilate, K. 165 W. A. Mozart  

      

 Flute: Lisa Wade 
 

(Please stand as you are able.) 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

P: Together, let us pray:  

C: Holy God, the earth is yours and everything in it, yet you have chosen to dwell among 

your creatures. Come among us now in these gifts of bread and wine, and strengthen us 

to be your body for the world through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 

to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 

the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

C: Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray... 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

(Please be seated.) 

 

 

What is Holy Communion? 

Holy Communion is a meal instituted by Jesus Christ that involves the receiving 

of God’s forgiveness in a tangible form – we receive Jesus’s life-giving body and 

blood in the presence of bread and wine (or grape juice). The meal is a time of 

remembrance and celebration. 
 

Who can take part? 

Holy Communion is something that not one of us has earned, so we receive it as 

God’s free gift of life. The Church traditionally recommends that people be 

baptized before taking part, but all that is required is simply a heart that believes 

in Jesus Christ. If a person of any age wishes to be baptized, please let us know.  
 

How does Holy Communion take place? 

If you wish to take part, come forward as directed by the ushers. You will receive 

the wafer from the Pastor and the wine/grape juice from the communion assistant. 

If you wish to come forward for a blessing only, please cross your arms across 

your chest. You may also remain seated if you so wish. 

 

FIRST COMMUNION 
 

This morning is extra special for some of our younger members – they will receive their first 

communion after having received formal instruction. Please allow our younger members, along 

with their families, to commune first. Receiving their first communion this morning are: 
 

Ezra Brown 

Amelia and Lilah Galdes 

Giorgiana and Bradley Jehowski 

David Paul and Anders Nadeau 
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HOLY COMMUNION  “Deck Thyself, My Soul, with Gladness” J. G. Walther  

 

POST HOLY COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

P: May the Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen. 

 

(Please stand as you are able.) 

 

PRAYER AFTER HOLY COMMUNION 
 

P: Together let us pray:  

C: Blessed Jesus, at this table, you have been for us both host and meal. Now send us forth 

to extend our tables and to share your gifts until that day when all feast together at your 

heavenly banquet. Amen. 

 

BLESSING  
 

P: People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. The holy Trinity, 

☩ one God, bless you now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN “Built on a Rock” vv. 1 - 3 ELW 652 
 

1 Built on a rock the church shall stand, 

 even when steeples are falling; 

 crumbled have spires in ev'ry land, 

 bells still are chiming and calling— 

 calling the young and old to rest, 

 calling the souls of those distressed, 

 longing for life everlasting. 
 

2 Surely, in temples made with hands 

 God the Most High is not dwelling— 

 high in the heav'ns his temple stands, 

 all earthly temples excelling. 

 Yet he who dwells in heav'n above 

 deigns to abide with us in love, 

 making our bodies his temple. 
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3 Christ builds a house of living stones: 

 we are his own habitation; 

 he fills our hearts, his humble thrones, 

 granting us life and salvation. 

 Where two or three will seek his face, 

 he in their midst will show his grace, 

 blessings upon them bestowing. 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

P: Go in peace and serve the Lord. 

C: We will! Thanks be to God! 

P: And next time … 

C: … we’ll invite a friend! 

 

POSTLUDE  “Allegro” from Sonata in D Henry Purcell 
 

 

 

 

 

 We thank you for worshiping with us today. 

 

We hope to worship with you again in the near future! 

 

Many thanks to all those on our tech team 

for making this livestream service possible. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Call to Worship written by Rev. Thomas L. Weitzel, in Liturgy of God’s Word for Reformation Sunday. 
 

Prayer of the Day found in “Seasons of the Spirit – Reformation Day,” posted on Seasons Online. 
 

 

Parts of liturgy from Sundays and Seasons.com.  Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission 

under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS021097. 
 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ 

in the United States of America.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
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HELPFUL INFORMATION 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES – The 9:00 a.m. worship service will be livestreamed through our 

web site and YouTube pages. People can gather with us in the Sanctuary at 9 a.m. to worship in 

person. People can also worship in their homes with the livestream at 9 a.m., as well as access the 

recording of the service any time after worship concludes. We offer a contemporary worship service 

at 11:15 a.m. 
 

STAFF MEMBERS 
 

The Rev. Dr. Niklaus C. Schillack The Rev. Dr. Philip Hemke, Pastor Emeritus 

Senior Pastor Pastor for Care Ministries 

prnik@bslcmi.org care@bslcmi.org 
 

 

Helen Blicharz Julie Steinmayer 

Office Manager Minister of Music 

office@bslcmi.org jsteinmayer@bslcmi.org 
 

 

Wade Jehowski Karyn Parker 

Interim Student Ministries Coordinator Interim Children’s Ministries Coordinator 

Beautifulyouth@bslcmi.org 
 

Beautifulkids@bslcmi.org  

Beth Jamieson Chris Ford 

Bookkeeper Sound Technician 

bookkeeper@bslcmi.org  cford@bslcmi.org 
 

 

Kelli Polk Dave Eicher 

Early Learning Center Director Worship Technology Coordinator 

ELCdirector@bslcmi.org  worshiptech@bslcmi.org 
 

 

John Wenskay Alan Sidock 

Property Caretaker Custodian 

 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

Roxanne Wenskay, President 

wenskay@aol.com 

 

Kristin Albani, Vice President 

kristinalbani@gmail.com 

Mike Cunningham, Secretary 

Vumike_21@yahoo.com 

Tom Barlow 

tebarlow@comcast.net 

 

Shelley Beck 

Beckfab4@yahoo.com 

Cheryl Gonda 

Ce.gonda@gmail.com 

Bob Hoffman 

bobbymsue@sbcglobal.net 

Cheryl Jehowski 

cmjehowski@gmail.com 

Kathy Moede 

kjmoede@sbcglobal.net 
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Like newborn infants, 
long for the pure, 

spiritual milk, so that by 
it you may grow into 

salvation— if indeed you 
have tasted that the Lord 
is good.- 1 Peter 2:2-3
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BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR
LUTHERAN CHURCH
5631 N. Adams Road
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48304

248-646-5041

bslcmi.org

SPIRITUAL GROWTH
Seizing 

Beautiful Savior is a congregation 
that believes people of all ages can 
grow spiritually.

We are investing heavily this next year in 
finding ways for people to continue 
growing spiritually, both in-person as well 
as through online and other means. Circles, 
Bible Studies, Sunday School, Catechism, 
and other groups are finding ways to help 
people follow Jesus more closely. Pastor 
Nik is shifting his schedule so that he can 
teach catechism as well as a new ministry 
for 6th graders called “pre-catechism.” We 
now have an Interim Children’s Ministry 
Coordinator, who oversees prenatal 
through 5th grade ministries, and a new 
Interim Student Ministry Coordinator, who 
oversees 6th through 12th grade ministries. 
Although unrelated to our church 
budgetary expenses, the BSLC Early 
Learning Center is once again 
up-and-running, and the restart included 
prioritizing its alignment with the mission 
of Beautiful Savior. 

To seize the spiritual growth horizon, 
we have a true bargain for the additional 
investment of $600 per week. 

BE
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Weekly Giving
$400+

$300-399

$200-299

$150-199

$125-149

$100-124

$90-99

$80-89

$70-79

$60-69

$50-59

$40-49

$30-39

$20-29

$10-19

$5-9

   less than $5
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NUMBER OF CURRENT 
GIVING HOUSEHOLDS

Your joyous and generous 
response is welcomed!

See the bar graph which displays two 
charts of our giving. One bar shows how 
many gifts are currently being given at the 
indicated weekly amounts. The other bar 
shows how many gifts are needed in these 
levels to reach our goal.
LOOK OVER THE CHARTS. 
ASK YOURSELF THESE QUESTIONS: 

How does my giving level compare 
with other ways I use my money?

How adequately does my giving reflect 
my gratitude to God for all the 
blessings I’ve received?

Where would I be if I doubled my 
offering? Can I consider doing that?

How much more could I give if I 
want to do so?


